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“Laser Printer” Results



Ordinary “Screensavers” 
Results



SiteAdvisor “Screensavers” Results



Data



Adverse Selection in Search Ads

• Are search engines’ ads “worse”?
“Worse” than what?

• Possible comparisons
– All sites
– All “similar” sites
– Search engines’ organic results for the same 

terms



Methodology

1394 keywords in total



Organic vs. Sponsored Results



Dangerous Keywords

bittorrent, free music downloads, 
ipod, itunes, limewire

ipod nano, mp3 music download, 
nintendo revolution, psp, winmx

50 cent, avril lavigne, green day, mariah
carey, slipknot

50 cent, brad pitt, david beckham, 
eminem, hayden christensen, jesse
mccartney, michael jackson, ronaldinho

aim, firefox, limewire, spybot



Search Engine Comparison



First Page Is Safer?



Solutions

• Screening by search engines



Google’s 
Editorial 
Policy



Google’s 
Editorial 
Policy



Solutions

• Screening by search engines
• Complaints by users, other advertisers



Policy

• Meaningful liability for advertiser whose 
ads are misleading?  Whose products are 
harmful?

• Liability for search engine (and other 
advertising intermediaries) when ads are 
misleading?  Harmful?
– Duty to affirmatively investigate?
– Duty to act on complaints received?



Search Engine Advertising Fraud

• Click fraud
• Syndication fraud



SideFind Serving Yahoo PPC Ads

October 2005

Failure to disclose that these 
are sponsored links



PPC Advertisers

Yahoo (Overture)

81.201.104.136

trafficengine.net

SideFind

money traffic

money traffic

money traffic

SideFind Serving Yahoo PPC Ads

money traffic



A Search Hijacker

video of the search hijacking

running a search at Google yields a 
results page full of ads from Yahoo

May 9, 2006
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